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So You Believe You Have A Student  Who Is 

Gifted?

WHY?  

Gifted children's behavior differs from that of their age-mates in the following 

ways:
üMany gifted children learn to read early, with better comprehension of the nuances of

Language. As much as half the gifted and talented population has learned to read before 

entering school.

üGifted children often read widely, quickly, and intensely and have large vocabularies.

üGifted children commonly learn basic skills better, more quickly, and with less practice.

üThey are better able to construct and handle abstractions.

üThey often pick up and interpret nonverbal cues and can draw inferences that other children 

need to have spelled out for them.

üThey take less for granted, seeking the "hows" and "whys."

üThey can work independently at an earlier age and can concentrate for longer periods.

üTheir interests are both wildly eclectic and intensely focused.

üThey often have seemingly boundless energy, which sometimes leads to a misdiagnosis

of hyperactivity.

üThey usually respond and relate well to parents, teachers, and other adults. They may prefer 

the company of older children and adults to that of their peers.

üThey like to learn new things, are willing to examine the unusual, and are highly inquisitive.

üThey tackle tasks and problems in a well-organized, goal-directed, and efficient manner.

üThey exhibit an intrinsic motivation to learn, find out, or explore and are often very persistent.

ü"I'd rather do it myself" is a common attitude.

ühttp://www.ri.net/gifted_talented/character.html 

http://www.ri.net/gifted_talented/character.html


üEinstein was four years old before he 

could speak and seven before he could

read.

üIsaac Newton did poorly in grade school.

üWhen Thomas Edison was a boy, his

teachers told him he was too stupid to 

learn anything.

üF.W.Woolworth got a job in a dry goods 

store when he was 21. But his employers 

would not let him wait on a customer 

because he "Didn't have enough sense."

üA newspaper editor fired Walt Disney

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���K�D�G�����1�R���J�R�R�G���L�G�H�D�V�³!

üCaruso's music teacher told him "You 

can't sing, you have no voice at all."

üLeo Tolstoy flunked out of college.

üVerner Von Braun flunked 9th grade

algebra.

üAdmiral Richard E. Byrd had been retired 

from the navy, as, "Unfit for service" Until 

he flew over both poles.

üLouis Pasteur was rated as mediocre in 

chemistry when he attended the Royal 

College.

üAbraham Lincoln entered The Black Hawk

War as a captain and came out a private.

üFred Waring was once rejected from high

school chorus.

üWinston Churchill failed the sixth grade.

Can You List People In History Who No One 

Would Have Thought They Were Gifted?


